By Jeremiah O'Leary 

f ‘ W»hmgtoa Star Staff Writer • . 

James Earl Ray told his attending / 
physician-:in the Memphis jail just 
after pleading guilty to .killing Dr. 
Martin Luther King J r. ; , that: he was > 
not acting alone in the assassmationv L * 

Dr. McCarthy DeMere told* ther;: 
House Assassinations Committee^ 
yesterday that just after the cburt^ 
session he asked Ray, “Did you do 
it? He said, ‘Let’s put it this., way. 
wasn’t in it by myself/ : 7 ; ■?' 

DeMere, who said' he had gained ^ 
Ray’s confidence in the eight months’ 
the prisoner was held in the Shelby 
County jail at Memphis, told the 
committee that he did not pursue the^ 
matter with Ray and that Ray never?? 
wen t beyond that sfcatem ent.: 4 ’ > 

DeMere was assigned by Tehne^? 
see court to keep watch over Ray's-? 
health in : July 196S; ^t ia^me when 
state officials were apprehensive . r 
that someone would try tofeklli him or# 
that he would tryitaharnii^selLH"^ 

UNTIL'RAY ENTERED'the gSfity? 
plea in. return for a 99-yearisentente|? 
to avoid conviction^ "and ? possible/^ 
execution, DeMere testified, he was ? 
under court order-hot^ 

Ray about King>'deathlor; his- es- 
capes. . •.. . : J.‘ : V . . 

Ray was so frightened'^ when* he. ; 
was f irst returned toMemphis under] , 
heavy ?guard;£>fro^ 
physiciah said*: that her would not perl*" 
mit DeMere to -draw- blood for medili 
cal tests: • Later, he said, Ray re-| 
sponded to the relaxed atmosphere of 
the cellblock/where he was confined 
with two guards; and.ii p other prison- 
ers. -DeMere^saidARay- ji exercised 
every day and once. walked the. entire, 
35-xoot corridoF putsrdehis .cell lonhisi 
hands. - "h ' i, 


to undue stress or mistreatment to 
induce his guilty plea. 

' DeMere said smilingly, “This was 
the; Cadillac of jails. It was the kind 
of place, they might send tax evaders 
or^congress m eh / ’ He described the? 
extraordinary lengths to which Mem-? 
phis officials went to keep Ray from 
harm, including the use of an .• 
armored car borrowed from the city ‘ 
of Jackson, Miss., to transport the" 
prisoner from the airfield to the jail. , . - 

, VIE THE#TANK- was attacked; ;, 
my job was to throw the prisoner into 
a ditch and lie on. top of him to pro- 
tect him,” DeMere testified.. Rep. 
Richardson Preyer, D-N.C,, said he.. 
wished-Lee Harvey Oswald-had re-^- 
c.eived the same kind of protection in# 
: T>allaS;that Ray^was given in Mem^j 
phis.-. 4 ‘ v# • # : " i '4 

/ Ray ’s ; : co m m ent about not.heingj 
. alone in the King assassination ap-j 
^peareirat . Variance with testimony} 
^yg^^lie^^^terday ; by Texasg 
; -crimina® lawyer? Percy Foreman? 

. The.: 78-year-old -lawyer represented; 

;; Ray during the plea-bargaining and^ 
rRay’s since-repudiated guilty plea, i 

testified* that fee . was; told by! 
Ray that there was no such person as; 
the; mysterious ‘‘Raoul/’ whom Rayj 
has? repeatedly claimed was the per4 
son who hired, him to buy a rifle and* 
ge*to*. Memphis what seemed to; 


Ray to be some kind of smuggling: 
schemes v. ' ;; • - //•- 7 ; 

Foreman said Ray admitted tblBim 
that Raoul did not exist. He testified 
that Ray chose the name for the non- 
existent mastermind because it was; 
the name of the operator of a ; bawdy ; 
house in Montreal once robbed" by 
Ray. ‘ ' : 

u By Dec. 15, the “committee "MIL 
issue its findings about the King" case 
and the assassination of President^ 
John F. Kennedy. There is little iadi -4 
cation that the committee will differ! 
with the conclusion- of the Warren-' 
Commission that Oswald was a Jone 
assassin or that the guilt of Ray has: 
no provable connection with - an 
assassination plot. j 


The witness, . who also is a reserve , 
deputy sheriff, was called. to testify 
because the = committee* wanted^tou; 
find out whether ‘Ray was 1 subjected^ 


